
O saving Victim, opening wide
e gates of heaven to all below,

Our foes press on from every side;
ine aid supply, thy strength bestow.

 
All praise and thanks to thee ascend

FForevermore, blest One in ree
O grant us life that shall not end
In our true native land with thee.

Amen.

O salutaris Hostia,
Quae caeli pandis ostium: 

Bella premunt hostilia,
Da robur, fer auxilium

.
Uni trinoque Domino 

SSit sempiterna gloria,
Qui vitam sine termino 

Nobis donet in patria.
Amen.

Performance Notes: Preferably a hand drum or a drum with a deep bass sound. It also may be performed with or without drum. 

St. omas Aquinas

dur. ca. 4’30”

O Salutaris Hostia is one of the most famous chants in existence. Commonly known as a benediction hymn, the composer 
envisioned the piece as if travelers were sailing out to the sea, asking God for protection. e music has a soothing flow, 
furnished with rise and falls, leaps, and soaring lines to assimilate a voyage through the sea. e inclusion of drums 
were inspired by the ancient times as it played a significant part back then. As it may add texture and depth to the 
overall music, it holds various symbolic meanings and plays an important part in the history of others. Some believed that 
through the beating, it disturbs and drives the evil spirits away.
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